
CLASS SYLLABUS 

Class Title: Introduction to Equine Sculpture 

Deanna Rae Cummins-Montero 
(909) 731-7983
theraecollection@gmail.com (best form of contact)

Course description: students will learn sculptural composition through the study of equine 
anatomy and behavior, learn to build a basic armature for 3 demential sculpture, how to 
measure proportions and basic anatomy of the horse. Students will have an oportunity to 
experiment with different professional grade clays and complete the course with a finished 
sculpture for a permanent master piece. Options for casting in resin and bronze will be available 
at the student's expense. Students are responsible for class materials. Professional grade clays 
will be provided for use during class.  

Clothing: Sculptors should where comfortable clothing. Proper attire; long pants, t-shirt 
(preferably long sleeved to protect arms) and closed shoes. 

Class Etiquette: Only offer critique of classmates artistic work if asked for. 
Keep a respectful decorum in speech and behavior considerate of all class participants. 
Participatory individuals will take the most away from the class. 

Time: this is a short class, requiring diligence to accomplish the materials presented.  

Class goals: At the end of 7 weeks, students will understand how to: 
- build a basic armature 
- sketch in a three demential form using clay
- understand basic proportions and anatomy 
- workout compositions
- understand the complete sculpting process 

Concepts covered: 
composition, anatomy, structure, and the sculpting process

Course outline: 
Week 1: 

-Basic Anatomy
-Proportions for a first armature 
-Bulking out 

Week 2: 
-Bronze casting process
-Muscle Anatomy and motion
-Biomechanics (recommended reading; Chapters 15 & 16 Balancing Act: the horse in 

sport by Dr. Gerd Heuschmann
Week 3:

-Learning from the masters
-Thoracic sling, head, neck and haunches
-Identifying body tension in the horse (recommended reading Chapters 22 through 24  

Balancing Act: the horse in sport by Dr. Gerd Heuschmann
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Week 4: 
-Refined detail on shoulders, haunches and legs
-The balanced horse (recommended reading Chapters 13 & 14 Balancing Act: the horse 

in sport by Dr. Gerd Heuschmann
Week 5: 

- Costs of casting in Bronze vs Resin
-Plein Air life sculpting (TBC)

Week 6:
-How to mount and display your sculpture

Week 7:
-Coloring the finished work; bronze patination vs paint 
-Ways to progress at home 

Handouts: 
Students will be provided with study material via online. 

Final product
(Optional) Display of photographs/video Deanna Rae Collection FaceBook page

Attitude and conduct: “attitudes are contagious” please keep a positive and encouraging attitude 
with all throughout the course. Only offer critique of someones work if asked for by the sculptor 
him/herself. Critiques must be given in a positive and constructive manner free of personal 
remarks. Stay focused and keep to the class topic. Interaction is encouraged during class. 

Brakes: the class will take at minimum three 10 minute brakes. Its important to get up, stretch 
and walk around to avoid injury while sculpting. You are encouraged to stand and stretch as 
often as you need. 

Books
-An Atlas of Animal Anatomy for Artists By W. Ellenberger, H. Dittrich, H Baum (Dover 
Publishing) 
-Horse Conformation: Structure, Soundness and Performance by Equine Research
-Balancing Act: the horse in sport by Dr. Gerd Heuschmann
-How Your Horse Moves: A unique visual guide to improving performance by Gillian Higgins

Mentor Program: Upon completion of this course, students have the option to receive 
continued education by Deanna Rae. Register online at theraecollection.com/education-2  
Mentor Program Code: SVallyClass1

Student Portal Password: IntroSculpt

 

http://theraecollection.com/education-2

