
Equine Sculpture

An introduction to the process 

Week one

OVERVIEW & PURPOSE


The first class will introduce the practices and procedures of armature building for sculptures in 
the round. 


STUDIO RULES 


1) Be wiling to give techniques and tools a try

2) Only give someone a critique of their work if they’ve clearly asked for it. 


Sculpture is a lot of work! Most sculptors sculpt and re-sculpt the same piece many times 
before its considered a finished piece of work. Registered students will have access to 
materials and handouts via my website. You where provided a link to that page earlier in the 
week. This is a fast moving class, interaction with fellow students is encouraged. However, if 
you can’t talk and work at the same time, I recommend you work instead of talk to make the 
most of the time spent in this class. Students are only allowed to work on class projects.


EDUCATION STANDARDS 


1) I will be on time for class, students will be expected to do the same. 

2) Lesson plans and demonstrations will include hand outs and visual aids found online.

3) Students involvement makes every class better. Please be proactive in your education.  


OBJECTIVES 


1) Understand the steps and processes needed to create a sculpture.

2) Know what to expect from this class including deadlines and assignments. 

3) Be prepared to start working on your project when you arrive for the next class. 


MATERIALS


1) Students are responsible for the materials needed to participate in this class. 

2) Students are responsible for any additional materials if they need them. 


CLASS LAYOUT  

This course is 7 weeks, that’s not very long. However, its long enough to finish a sculpture if 
you work away from class.


EXPECTATIONS 


With the information given in this class you can expect to fully understand the sculpting 
process and how to apply the different techniques.


STYLE


Ultimately this is your sculpture and you should be happy with your results. I’m not hear to 
teach you my artistic style. I’m here to assist you in learning the process and how to be a 
successful sculptor. Style comes from your thought processes and application of the tools and 
techniques put forth in this class. 
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TIME


If you follow the class materials given to you during class and utilize what is provided to you 
online in-between classes, you will be able to complete a sculpture. If you just come to class 
and work on your sculpture during class, you may finish about half of your sculpture if you are 
lucky. I’m brining this up only becasue time is short with this class and sculpting requires a lot 
of patients to get it the way you want it. 


REPETITION 


Don’t be surprised if I recommend you start your sculpture over from the beginning. Ultimately 
this is your decision. I will only make recommendations. There can be many reasons for this, a 
big one is a faulty armature. I mention this becasue students often are very caught up in how 
much time a piece has taken them, but frankly if the armature if bad, no amount of fiddling on 
the surface will fix that bad armature under the clay. BE READY TO REPEAT WORK TO FIX 
YOUR MISTAKES. IT WILL HAPPEN!


 VERIFICATION 


Steps to check for students understanding  

1) Please list the steps needed to go from idea to finished sculpture

2) Describe the safety procedures and clothing needed for sculpting 

3) List the items needed for the next class 


ACTIVITY 


Describe activity that will reinforce the lesson 

The process and steps of building an armature will be explained with visual aids. 


